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CLASS 1930

PRAIRIE VIEWITES IN AND
AROUND CINCINNATI
By Miss Ruby Rush '30
Miss Ange NcNeel class '25 is a
prominent teacher in the Cincinnati
Public School System. She was the
first graduate of Prairie View State
College to receive a fellowship to the
University of
Cincinnati.
After
receiving her B. S. degree she was
one of the first three persons having
such fellowships to receive appoint
ment in the Cincinnati Public Schools
where she ranks as a very efficient
teacher.
When Miss NcNeel came to Cincin
nati she became active in civic and
social organizations. She is a yearly
patron to the Cincinnati Symphony
Orchestra, member of the Board of
Directors of the June Festival Associ
ation of which Clarence Cameron
White is director, president of the
Cincinnati Branch of the National
Association of College Women, memof the West End Branch of the
Y. W. C. A. and past president of
both Omicron and Sigma Omega
Chapters of the Alpha Kappa Alpha
Sorority. Miss NcNeel is also known
for her excellent work with the Girl
Reserve Division of the Y. W. C. A.
Mrs. Agnes B. Rodgers Davis Class
of '31 married to Mr. James Davis
who has a responsible position with
the Kahn Packing Company, is her
self employed as a caseworker with
the Ohio Humane Society in Cincin
nati, Ohio. Mrs. Davis is a member
of the Alpha Kappa Alpha Sorority
and is very active in social clubs.
She is president of the Nous Social
Club.
Mrs. Jewel Rogers Arnold is serv
ing in the capacity of housewife to
Mr. Jack Arnold, a graduate of the
University of Cincinnati. They have
a brilliant eighteen months old son.
Mrs. Arnold is the sister of Mrs.
Agnes Rogers Davis fromerly of San
Antonio, Texas.
Mrs. Willa M. Jones Brown is a
graduate nurse and has recently
come to Louisville Kentucky to re
side with her husband, Mr. R. J.
Brown who is a teacher in the Cen
tral High School there.
They live
(Continued on page 4)
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Some of the members of Class '30 who returned for Re-Union May.
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Roberts; Mrsr O. L. Colter; Mr. II. S. Staton; Mrs. Hattie Fortson. Mildle
row, left to right: Mr. Eugene Dix; Miss Thelma Jones; Miss Dora Lee; Mrs.
Earnestine Poston Staton; Mrs Lela Washington Greer. Bottom row, left
to rgiht: R. W. Hilliard, president; Mrs. Thelma Sessum Wells; Miss Marie
Beale; Mrs. Artye M. Henry Huckaby; Miss Elouise Hines; Miss Eva D.
Moore, secretary, and Mr. I. T. Anderson.
THE LOS ANGELES-P. V. CLUB

Oil Painting Contributions

The Los Angeles-P. V. Club is one
of the most active and loyal Prairie
View clubs to be found any place.
The club has its own printed letter
head and meets regularly.
The
officers are:
Mrs. Alberta C. Harrison, presi
dent; Mrs. Arie Walker, vice presi
dent; Miss Ethel Dains, recording
secretary; Mrs. Australie McCarty,
corresponding secretary; Miss Bessie
Sellers, finance
secretary; Mr.
Clarence Smith, treasurer;
Among the professions and busi
nesses, the club has:
Dr. A. J. Booker, '94, physician
and surgeon; Dr. J. G. Selby, '04,
physician and surgeon, Santa Bar
bara, Calf.; Dr. H. H. Towles, physi
cian and surgeon and chief medical
examiner of Golden State Insurance
Company; Dr. E. V. Neal, '19, den(Continued on page 3)

The class entered college in 1926
when Prir.c'pal W. R. Banks came to
Prairie View and was therefore his
i.ist four year class. Due to this
fact and in recognition of his -out
standing work the class presented an
oil painting of him to the institution.
The work was done by the noted
Negro painter, Mr. Samuel A.
Cornitte of Boston, Massachusetts
rnd formerly of Houston, Texas.
Others who contributed to the
project and whose pictures are not
shown are: Mr. E. L. Fair; Mr.
Leonard Kennedy; Miss Hattie Marie
Jenkins; Mr. Ira Armstrong; Mr.
Willie R. Bryant; Mrs. V. E. Ross;
Mrs. Allie Polk Charles; Mr. and
Mrs. W. L. D. Johnson, Miss Pauline
Watkins; Mrs. Ruth Henry; Mrs.
Vera Clement Edward; Mrs. Elneita
B. Wallace, Mrs. Rosa Prince; Mr.
(Continued on page 3)
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campus streets and what have you.

Published monthly during the
school year except July and August
by Prairie View State C o l l e g e ,
Prairie View College Branch, Hemp
stead, Texas.
Entered as second-class matter
March 2, 1911, at the postoffice at
Prairie View College Branch, Hemp
stead, Texas, under the act of March
3, 1879.

When Principal Banks came to
Prairie View in 1926, we had one (1)
Masters degree, thirty-three (33)
Bachelor degrees and more than fifty
(50) without degrees. To-day Prai
rie Vi.w has twenty-one (21) Bache
lor degrees, nineteen (19) with certi
ficates and no degrees, forty-seven
(47) with Masters degrees, eight (8)
with the Ph. D. degree and six (6)
with special degrees (D. V. M., M. D.,
B. D., etc.) In 1926, the school had
no rating. To-day it has an "A"
rating. In 1926 our students were
mai: ly f>om the Lone Star State
with a half dozen other states rep
resented. To-day there are twentytwo (22) states represented. The
out of state Club is one of the larg
est clubs on the campus.
"Looks
like" progress to me.

Acceptance for mailing at special
rates of postage provided for in
Section 103, Act of October 3,1917;
authorized July 13, 1918.
W. R. Banks, Managing Editor
b apoleon B. Edward, Editor
Subscription

-

50 Cents Per Year
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THE PRAIRIE VIEW
COSMOPOLITAN CLUB
By K. H. Montgomery
Prairie View State College is not
only serving students from through
out the State of Texas during this
school year, 1940-41, but it is serv
ing students from nineteen other
states.
These states represented are on
both the Atlantic and Pacific Sea
coasts, specifically Delaware and
California, respectively, and they are
also on both the northern and south
ern borders, specifically Michigan
and New Mexico respectively. These
students are eighty-one in number.
These students make up the Prai
rie View Cosmopolitan Club, a cam
pus organization which is under the
sponsorship of Mr. J. M. Alexander,
a Prairie View faculty member, and
who also represents the State of
Texas as a member of the club.
A survey was recently made among the out-of-state students to see
what some of the reasons were that
brought them to Prairie View from
their respective states.

Well folks we have a real football
team.
It is the greatest scoring
Much has happened since this machine in Negro football with one
column was written a year ago. The of the best defensive records. One
new dining hall has been occupied, of the secrets of success is the fact
the old dining hall has been torn that the men are all first rate gentle
down, the two farm projects have men. Another is the fact that they
been completed, the facilities at have good records at the Registrar's
Some of the reasons—aEe—as—loLProirie View have been, .over taxed.. Office*-- -Tjhgy.,]0yo football-aad-age-lows: (1) Parents had attended Prai
again with students, the war in hard workers. They ask for nothing
rie View, the splendid Agricultural
Europe has been intensified and so except a square deal and a chance
Division, the splendid Science De
has the drive for an alumni hut. to do for themselves. We have no
partment and because it is an all
President H. S. Estelle is now asking "tramp" athletes.
Negro school.
that this drive be completed by May,
Yours truly had the opportunity
1941.
Following are some quotations of
to visit the coast the past summer—
the members when asked why they
Los
Angles,
San
Diego,
etc.
It
was
According to the latest information
came here:
Mr. Elzie Bolden of
we will get a real dormitory for a real pleasure to see and hear of
Wichita, Kansas, says: "I came to
Prairie
Viewites
who
are
"doing
young men before many more moons.
Prairie View because I wanted to
Contrary to previous practices the things." Mr. Clarence Smith is a city
attend
an all Negro College, and o *:e
building will compare to dormitories building inspector. He is the only
with a high rating." Mr. Olin
Negro
with
such
a
job
in
Los
usually built for young ladies. As a
Meador
of Pauhuska, Oklahoma
j i le we give young ladies the best Angeles and one of the few in the
says: "I came to Prairie View be
country.
Mr.
Benton
who
formerly
including ample washroom facilities,
cause I had people who attended here
only two and tlnee to the room an.l worked for Mr. Buchanan is one of
and because of the fine Science De
marble floors while the young men the biggest druggists out there. He
partment at Prairie View in whcih
owns
two
big
apartment
houses.
In
:
are packed from five and s x to the
I am majoring." Mr. Joseph Berry
fact
he
is
about
ready
to
retire.
Then
i oom and are given one lavatory,
of Denver, Colorado says: "I wanted
there
is
Mr
Nickprsnn
who
ig
Prpcisoft woo 1 floors and then we wonder
to attend a real college that was
dent
of
The
Golden
State
Insurance
v/hy they are not even nearly as
operated by Negroes, so I was di
clean as the ladies.
Let us hope Company. Needless to say he is a
rected to Prairie View." Mr. Horace
real
"power."
Mr.
D.
Hodges
an
that when December, 1941 comes
Marshall of Chicago, Illinois says:
other
Prairie
View
man,
holds
a
keyour dormitory will be completed ar.d
"I came to Prairie View because I
the other needed men's dormitory position with this company. Mr7
had read of it, and some Prairie
Roy
Sealy
who
did
such
excellent
will be in the making as well as the
View graduates told me it was a
library, aud'torium, P r i n c i p a l's drawing in our 1940 Annual is at
very good school."
Miss Merle
tending
school
and
working
under
home, music studio, swimming pool,
the noted architect—.Mr. Paul Fields of Chicago, Illinois, says: "I
cb ss room building, ladies dormitory
"came to Prairie View because mother
high school, practice cottage, paved
(Continued on page 4)
had attended here."
By R. W. Hilliard '30
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THE LOS ANGELES-P. V. CLUB

P E R S O N A L S

(Continued from page 1)

Dr. Charles E. White, a graduate
of the class 1937 at Prairie View is
now a registered optometrist and is
piacticing in Houston. His office is
located at 2516 Elgin, near Jack
Yates High School.
Dr. White
spends one day each month at Prai
rie View.
He studied optometry the regular
session and summer from 1937 to
1940 at the Chicago School of Op
tometry. In August 1940 he passed
the Texas State Board being one of
the 27 to pass from a group of 39.
According to Mr. Carter Wesley
of The Informer, Dr. White has the
best equipped office to be found any
place. He has begun to receive many
compliments on his work.

tist; Atty. Curtis C. Talyor, '17,
Lawyer and legal counsel for the
Elks and several corporations; W. J.
Benton, '15, druggist pharmacist and
manufacturer;
William Nickerson,
Jr,. '04, president of Golden State
Insurance Company; C. S. Smith, '14,
building inspector for the city of
Los Angeles.
There are also quite a number of
Prairie View graduates in the U. S.
Government service, Post Office De
partment as clerks, some of whom
are Jerome Hubert. '15, Aaron
Douglas, '17, Raymond Green, '16,
and others.
The club roster follows:
WILLIAM NICKERSON, JR.
Adams, Mercile; Anderson, V. M.;
Mr. Israel J. Collier was awarded
Ake, Ida; Alonzo, Wallace; Benton,
Mr. William Nickerson was born
the government contract to build a
Walter; Blanchett, James; Carr,
in Cold Springs, Texas in San
fourteen unit farm project between
Solomon;
Chinn,
Pearl;
Cotton,
Jacinto County where he spent his
the campus and the station. In ad
Willamenia; Casseway, Mr. & Mrs.;
early childhood.
Hr firnti attended
dition to this project, Mr. Collier has
Bishop College and later entered" Coleman, Ruth; Colter, LaValia;
contracts in several other parts of
Prairie View. He taught school for
Coleman, Ruth; Colter, LaVolia;
Texas.
Douglas, Aaron; Dixon, Ruby; Davis,
several years in Polk County..
Fie fnished carpentry at Prairie
Shortly afterward, he moved to
M. A. Mrs.; Davison, Pearl; Banks,
View in 1925 after which time he did
Houston, Texas where in 1905 he
Pitzhugh; Fulghum, Columbus.
work with a leading construction
wenc into the insurance business
Gault, Jewel; Giles. W. A. L.: -ess
9mma
Of
-until he Vri
-"ith a company which was then
Green, A. B. Mr.; Green, Raymond;
called back to Prairie View in 1919.
Hodge, Dee; Hubert, Jerome; Jones,
known as the American Mutual
He became the first
Negro foreman
Life Insurance Company, and he
Lila Lee; Jones, Annie; Lightfoot,
for jobs at Prairie View and one of
served as the secretary of that
Mayme; Lightfoot, Fred; Nickerson,
the few in Negro Colleges in the
organization until coming to Cali
William; Neal, E. V.; Oliver, Beulah;
South.
Pitts, Fred; Price, Cecil; Reese,
fornia in 1919.
Mr. Collier supervised the follow
Nettie; Robinson, Dollie; Sylvester,
W'th nearly a score of years in
ing campus jobs:
Hospital, Ander
Leonard; Sellers, Bessie; Sydney,
the insurance business behind him,
son Hall, Arts & Science Building,
Addie; Smith, Clarence; Smith, M.
he embarked upon the organization
F+eam Plant Extension, and numer
K.; Smith, Raymond; Sinkford, Ella;
ous frame structures.
of the Golden State Mutual Life In
*****
Smith, Birdie.
surance Company, with headquarters
Prairie View lost a real friend
Taylor,
Curtis;
Taylor,
Johnnie
in Los Angeles, California.
The
when Mr. H. C. Schuhmacher of
Mae; Towles, H. H. Dr.; Thorne,
company was licensed to operate in
Houston, passed.
His interest in
Christine;
Walker,
Genicy;
Walker,
the state on July 23, 1925.
Since
Prairie View was demonstrated nu
Arie; Walker, Rudolph; Williams, A.
that time it has grown to an insti
merous times. He always was in
J.; Cunningham, Alice; York, Clar
tution of a half million dollars in
favor of anything that meant a
ence.
assets.
greater Prairie View.
The entire
You may get the address of any
As president
of
Golden State
college regretted hearing of
his
of
the
above
persons
by
contacting
Mutual Life, Mr. Nickerson has been
death.
R.
W.
Billiard.
recognized as one of the most out
Did you know that Mrs. Agnes
standing financiers
on the Pacific
OIL PAINTING CONTRIBUTIONS
Lawson is National Women's sin~l >
Coast.
t°r>nis champion and that Charles
In 1938, Golden State Mutual was
(Continued from page 1)
l ewis, Jr. is National Boy's cham
licensed to opearte in Illinois and the
pion?
work there has shown marked pro
McKmley Frga; Mr. James Dailey;
Mrs. Lawson began her tennis
gress.
From the beginning it has
career in Chicago but for the last
Miss Olivia McKinney; Mr. M. M.
been the aim of the founders to
eight years has been polishing off
eventually enter all parts of the
Thomas; Miss Lois Brantley and Mr.
(Continued on page 4)

Euester Givens.

(Contiuned on page 4)
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He attended the University of Cali
fornia from 1916 to 1918 and gradu
ated from
the
Meharry
Dental
School in 1924, began practice in
Cincinnati in 1925. Dr. Hubbard is
a member of the Ohio Valley Dental
Association, the National Dental
Association, the Alpha Phi Alpha
Fraternity and the Masonic Lodge.
He was recently appointed member
of the Selective Draft Board of
Cincinnati.
He is married to the charming
Mrs. Ruth Alston Hubbard who is a
teacher in the Cincinnati School
System. She possesses great musical
ab lity and is active in both civic and
social clubs; a member of the Delta
Sigma Theta Sorority.
Dr. R. E. Clark, a native Texan, is
a very prominent physician and sur
geon of Cincinnati, Ohio. He gradu
ated from Prairie View College in
1915 and from Meharry
Medical
School in 1920.
After completing
his internship in the General Hospi
tal of Kansas City, Missouri, he
served as resident physician there
in 1921-22, and then established his
office in Cincinnati in 1922. He merits
special mention because of his great
achievements.

(Continued from page 1)
at 2415 west Chestnut Street.
Miss Hermie Tabb class of '32
after returning to her home state
served as a member of the Family
Welfare Division of Lexington, Ken
tucky until 1939 when she was ap
pointed member of a social agency
in New York City.
Miss Tabb has
taken social work in the Atlanta
School of Social Work .
Mrs. Vera Clement Edwards class
of '30, was outstanding student at
the University of Cincinnati where
she received the Masters degree in
1931.
She is a caseworker at the
Children's Home where she is render
ing efficient service. Mr. Edwards is
active in civic and social organiza
tions in the city of Cincinnati. She
is a member of the Committee of
Management of
the West End
Branch of the Y. W. C. A., Chairman
of the Publicity Committee of the
Y. W. C. A., member of the Speaker's
Bureau of the Division of Negro
Welfare of the Cincinnati Com
munity Chest, treasurer of the
Sr»Vio^£>r<?^r' JTirnd- of
Theta Sorority, secretary of the First
Nighters Club, president of the
Pixilated Pixies Social Club and
member of the Executive Committee
of the West End Coordinating Coun
cil.
Mrs. Edwards is married to Dr.
A. J. Edwards, a prominent dentist
of Cincinnati.
Mr. J. J. Mark, director of Agri
culture, Kentucky State College,
Frankfort.
Kentucky,
gradua t e d
from Prairie View in 1929 where he
ranked as and "A" student and has
enjoyed continuous successes since
that time.
He received the M. A.
degree from the University of Iowa
in Agriculture and the Ph. D. degree
in Bio-Chemistry from the Univer
sity of Iowa. Mr. Mark is a member
of the Alpha Phi Alpha Farternity,
the Sigma Xi Honorary Society. He
was invited to lecture at one of their
meetings.
He is assistant football
coach at Kentucky State College and
is very popular among students and
teachers there.
Dr. L. L. Hubbard, class of '15 is
an outstanding dentist in Cincinnati.

—£Fr€r2&-iS rfc
phy*!-'
cian who is a member of the
Academy of Medicine is a staff mem
ber of the College of Medicine of the
University of Cincinnati where he
is instructor in surgery, a staff mem
ber of the Cincinnati General Hospi
tal, the Catherine Booth Home and
Hospital and the Shoemaker Health
Clinic. He is a member of the Ohio
State and the
National Medical
Associations.
Not only does he serve Cincinnati
as a physician and surgeon, but he
is interested in the general welfare
of Negroes. He serves as Chairman
of Health Committee of the Negro
Division of the Council of Social
Agencies, Chariman of the Metro
politan Housing Authority, member
of the Advisory Board of the Ninth
Street Boy's Club which
has an
approximate membership of 1,500.
The Alpha Kappa Psi Fraternity
is fortunate to have Dr. Clarke as
its Provincial Polemark.
Dr. Clark is the brother of the
former Miss Iris Clarke of Giddings,
Texas who graduated from Prairie
View College in 1930.
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(Continued from page 2)
Williams. As you know Mr. Williams
is the most noted architect in our
race, having drawn numerous homes
for movies stars. Wherever you
turn you see Texas and Prairie View
"Exes " There is Mrs. Almo Carothers. Mr. James Carothers, Mrs. Lydia
Fisher, Mr. Eugene Richards who
formerly taught here and a host of
others all of whom are "eating high
off the hog." Yes sir, Los Angeles
is fine and the people are genuine.
They mean it when they say "Come
over for d;nner" (supper to you and
me).
Miss Constance Boring (who
formerly taught here) and her
family had us over to dinner at their
palace.
It really is a palace.
A fine trip.
P E R S O N A L S
(Continued from page 3)
her game at Prairie View. In win
ning her championship, she defeated
the best in the game including two
former champions.
Charles Lewis played superb tennis
to defeat some of the best in the
country.
Including in his victims
was one of the best from the
Bahamas.
Llyod Scott won the men's title in
1986.
In short Prairie View has
now about half of all they offer at
the Nationals.
* 5j< jjc * •
According to very reliable infor
mation, Mr. Preston Valien, Mrs.
Bonita Harrison Valien and Miss
Ruby Rush are very close to the cov
etous Ph. D. degree.
WILLIAM NICKERSON, JR.
(Continued from page 3)
country. . . . and it is not unlikely
that Texas will be one of the next
states in which the Company will
operate.
Mr. Nickerson is the father of
e'ght children, seven of whom are
living.
He and his beautiful wife
have been a constant inspiration to
the whole Golden State Mutual
family of two hundred and fifty
employees.

